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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Headwaters Economics and RRC Associates conducted this survey in partnership with the Taos 
Land Trust. The purpose of this study is to collect public feedback on trails in the Enchanted 
Circle, which includes Taos County, New Mexico and the towns of Eagle Nest and Angel Fire in 
Colfax County, New Mexico.  The research is intended to help stakeholders prioritize 
improvements for the trails network based on resident usage, satisfaction, reasons for living in 
the area, and suggestions for improvement.  
 
This report contains reliable information regarding the opinions of a representative sample of 
county residents, including those who use and do not use trails, a variety of user types, long-
time residents and newcomers, locations around the county, and incomes and ages.  
 
Data from this survey show that trails are an essential part of daily life in the Enchanted Circle: 

¶ Two out of three residents used trails in the last year. 

¶ Residents use trails almost every day in the summer and almost every other day in the 
winter.  

¶ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ Ǉhysical activity occurs on trails. 

¶ Three-quarters of residents support the development of an expanded and better 
connected trail system in the Enchanted Circle. 

¶ Two-thirds of residents identified proximity to trails and paths as an important factor 
influencing their decision on where to live.  

 
Survey respondents identified several opportunities to increase trail use and satisfaction: 

¶ There is strong interest in safer separation of bikes and pedestrians from traffic (such as 
sidewalks, wide shoulders, and bike lanes), with half of residents saying they would use 
trails more if these safety features were implemented. 

¶ There is strong interest in more trails in and around residential areas and improved 
accessibility, with one in three residents saying they would use trails more if they lived 
closer to them. 

¶ There is strong interest in more broadly shared information about trails. One in three 
residents do not use trails because they are unsure where they are.  

 
¢ƘŜ 9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ /ƛǊŎƭŜΩǎ ǘrails are a core amenity that are closely integrated ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
health, quality of life, and historic ranching and farming activities.  Access to trails also provides 
increased opportunities for outdoor recreation and public land accessibility and protects the 
rural setting and natural beauty of the area, which many respondents feel is essential to their 
decision to live in Taos County. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this study is to collect public feedback on the Enchanted Circle trail system.  The 
research and subsequent analysis are intended to help local stakeholders prioritize future 
improvements for the trails network based on resident usage, satisfaction, reasons for living in 
the area, and suggestions for improvement. This report contains reliable information that 
communicates the opinions of a representative sample of county residents, including those 
who use and do not use trails, a variety of user types, long-time residents and newcomers, and 
a range of incomes and ages. This information can be used to help plan the future of trails in 
Taos County and the Enchanted Circle. 
 
 

METHODOLOGY 

The survey was conducted using two primary methods: 1) a mail-back survey sent to a random 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ όǘƘŜ άƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀƳǇƭŜέύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀ όǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
paper survey back or complete the survey online); and 2) an open-link online survey for 
members of the public who were not part of the invitation sample.  The analysis herein 
primarily focuses on responses from the combined invitation and open link online samples, as 
responses were generally similar between the two samples.  
 
The primary list source used for the invitation sample mailing was a list purchased from a third-
party list vendor, Gravis Marketing, a marketing agency that specializes in political polling.  
Gravis provides consumer lists for U.S. addresses as well as automated robocalls.  Use of the 
Gravis list for this study included renters in addition to homeowners, as well as residents who 
are not registered to vote in addition to registered voters.  Follow-up reminder robocalls were 
utilized for this study to further encourage survey response. 
 
A total of 3,000 surveys were mailed to a random sample of Taos County residents in January 
2016.  The final sample size for the statistically valid survey (with responses either via mail 
survey or online survey) was 265; the open link survey received an additional 99 responses.  
Due to the relatively small sample size and similar response patterns between the two samples, 
the invitation survey and open link survey results are combined and discussed in aggregate 
throughout the report.  This combined sample of 364 has a margin of error of approximately +/- 
5.1 percentage points for questions at 50 percent response.1   
 
The underlying data were weighted by age and ethnicity to ensure appropriate representation 
of Taos County residents across different demographic cohorts in the sample.  Using the U.S. 
Census 2014 American Community Survey five-year estimates, the age and ethnicity 

                                                      
1 For the total invitation sample size of 265, margin of error is +/- 5.14 percent calculated for questions at 50% response (if the response for a 

particular ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άрл҈έτthe standard way to generalize margin of error is to state the larger margin, which occurs for responses at 50%).  
Note that the margin of error is different for every single question response on the survey depending on the resultant sample sizes, proportion 
of responses, and number of answer categories for each question.  Comparison of differences in the data between various segments, therefore, 
should take into consideration these factors.  As a general comment, it is sometimes more appropriate to focus attention on the general trends 
and patterns in the data rather than on the individual percentages. 
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distribution within the overall respondent sample was matched to the 2014 demographic 
profile of Taos County, within the limitations of the statistical weighting process.2 
 
Due to variable response rates by some segments of the population, the underlying results, 
while weighted to best match the overall demographics of residents, may not be completely 
representative of the Hispanic and Native American communities. 
 
The survey also asked several open-ended questions to elicit more in-depth comments from 
respondents on their opinions and experiences.  For various open-ended questions throughout 
the report, a brief summary of open-ended responses from the survey is provided with word 
clouds and random samplings of comments.  The final open-ended question in the survey is 
analyzed in more depth, with an examination of recurring themes supported by relevant 
groupings of comments.  A full listing of comments is available.   
 
 

  

                                                      
2 ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǿŜƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ άŦƛƴŜ-ǘǳƴŜέ ƻǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇresentative of the intended 

population of interest, but without fundamentally changing the overall results. Applying too high (or too low) of a weighting factor can result in 
substantial differences between the overall unweighted and overall weighted results. As such, from time to time, a more moderate weighting 
factor for certain sub-groups of the overall sample might be applied than what would otherwise be suggested from raw weighting calculations. 
In other words, the process of weighting responses is done deliberately and with thought towards how much the overall results change because 
of the weighting process, and certain adjustments to the weighting factors might be made. 
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DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

This section details the demographic and residential characteristics of the overall sample of 
respondents.   
 

¶ Gender.  The sample had a higher proportion of females (65 percent) than males (35 
percent). 

 

¶ Age.  More than a quarter (29 percent) of respondents are under age 45, with an additional 
43 percent between the ages of 45 and 64.  Twenty-eight percent are age 65 or older.  The 
average age was 55.7 years old, consistent with the somewhat older age profile of 
respondents. 

 

¶ Annual Household Income.  Greater than half of the respondent households (55 percent) 
reported annual earnings of less than $50,000.  Roughly a quarter (27 percent) said their 
income is between $50,000 and $99,999 per year, and 18 percent reported annual 
household incomes of $100,000 or more. 

 

¶ Ethnicity.  Slightly more than half of respondents were of Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin 
(55 percent). 

 

¶ Race.  Most respondents identified themselves as white (82 percent).  An additional 16 
percent said thŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ άƻǘƘŜǊέ ǊŀŎŜΣ м ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ !ǎƛŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ м ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ 
American. 

 

¶ Primary Residency.  Ninety-one percent of respondents consider the Enchanted Circle their 
primary residence. 

 

¶ Length of Residence in the Enchanted Circle per Year.  Consistent with the high proportion 
of respondents indicating that the Enchanted Circle is their primary residence, a strong 
majority (92 percent) said they typically live in the area all year.  Three percent indicated 
that they reside in the area between seven and eleven months each year, and four percent 
live there less than six months. 

 

¶ Location of Residence.   Approximately a quarter of respondents (23 percent) live in the 
Town of Taos.  One in five lives in Ranchos de Taos, and 14 percent live in El Prado.  Other 
common residence locations include Questa (8 percent), some other area of New Mexico (5 
percent), Red River (4 percent), or Angel Fire (1 percent).  Twenty-four percent of 
respondents said they live in some other area in the Enchanted Circle.  άhǘƘŜǊέ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
frequently mentioned in the open-ended comments include Arroyo Hondo, Arroyo Seco, 
Taos Canyon, Valdez, and Valle Escondido. 
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¶ Number of Years Lived in the Enchanted Circle.  Almost half of respondents have lived in the 
Enchanted Circle for more than 20 years (46 percent).  An additional 37 percent have been 
in the area between five and 20 years, and 11 percent have lived in the Enchanted Circle for 
under five years. 

 

¶ Total Number of Household Members.  The largest share of respondents reported that 
there are two people living in their home (44 percent), while 19 percent indicated that they 
live alone.  Sixteen percent said there are three people in their home, and twenty-one 
percent said there are four or more people in their home.  On average, 2.6 individuals live in 
respondent households. 

 

¶ Number of Household Members Age 18 or Under.  More than half of the sample (59 
percent) do not have household members under the age of 18.  Those who do have children 
more frequently report having one or two children (32 percent) as opposed to three or 
more (9 percent). 

 

¶ Household Need for ADA-Accessible Facilities.  Eight percent of respondents indicated that 
their household has a need for ADA-accessible facilities. 

 

¶ Business Ownership.  Approximately a quarter (24 percent) of respondents identified 
themselves as business owners in Taos County. 
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Figure 1: Respondent Demographic Profile 
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Figure 2: Residential Profile 
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HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

A section of the survey asked respondents a variety of questions about their health and 
participation in physical activity during summer 2015.  This section of the survey details the 
findings from these questions. 
 

Overall Health 

When asked to rate their overall health, respondents were highly positive, with 28 percent 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ άŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣέ оо ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΣέ ŀƴŘ нп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ άƎƻƻŘΦέ  
Only 15 percent indicated ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ άŦŀƛǊέ ƻǊ άǇƻƻǊΦέ 
 
Figure 3: Would you say in that in general your health isé 

 
 

Participation in Physical Activity/Exercise 

Respondents were asked if they participated in any physical exercise or activities during a 
typical summer month in 2015 other than their regular job.  Most respondents (89 percent) 
indicated that they did, while 10 percent did not and an additional 1 percent were unsure.  
When asked to specify what type of activity or exercise they participated in, respondents most 
frequently mentioned hiking, walking, biking, and gardening, as depicted in the word cloud in 
Figure 4 below. 
 
Respondents participated in their selected activity for an average of 4.1 times per week during 
summer 2015, indicating a relatively high frequency of participation.  Twenty-two percent 
reported typically doing their activity one or two times per week, 38 percent three or four 
times, and 40 percent five or more times per week.  Participation in the activities also typically 
had a fairly lengthy duration, as respondents reported an average of 2.5 hours devoted towards 
their activity or exercise each time.  Roughly a third overall (32 percent) took part in their 
activity for under an hour, 37 percent for one to two hours, and 31 percent for more than two 
hours; hiking, gardening, fishing, farming, and mountain biking tend to have the longest 
duration of participation. 
 
When asked to estimate how much of their physical activity time in summer 2015 took place on 
trails and paths, respondents reported an average of 56 percent.  
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Figure 4: Participation in Physical Activity/Exercise During Summer 2015 
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DAILY TRAVEL AND COMMUTING 

Respondents were asked to indicate the average number of days per week they typically use 
various transportation modes to get to work during the summer.  As illustrated in Figure 5 
below, driving alone is the most common method of commuting among respondents, with 57 
percent using this transportation mode at least once per week and an average usage of 2.8 days 
per week.  Working at home is somewhat common, with 14 percent staying home at least one 
time a week and an average of 0.6 days worked from home each week.  Eight percent walk to 
work at least once a week (0.2 days on average), 6 percent carpool at least once (0.2 days), and 
6 percent bike at least once (0.1 days).  Taking the bus (2 percent) was selected by few 
respondents as a frequently used commuting method. 
 
 
Figure 5: Typical Number of Days Using Transportation Modes to Commute to Work During Summer 
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This question was also analyzed for residents of different cities in Taos County (Figure 6). 
 
Figure 6: Typical Proportion of Days Using Transportation Modes to Commute to Work During Summer 
By Location of Residence 

 
 
Residents of the Town of Taos were considerably less likely to indicate that they drive to work 
alone at least once a week during the summer (40 percent) than residents of El Prado (53 
percent) or Ranchos de Taos (57 percent).  Taos residents were more likely to use alternative 
forms of transportation at least once a week, most notably walking (14 percent). Respondents 
living in El Prado were most likely to report that they commute via bicycle at least once a week 
(11 percent).  
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Respondents who walked or biked for transportation during the past month were asked how 
many minutes they usually walked or biked each way.  The largest share spent between 21 and 
30 minutes walking or biking each way (43 percent), with an average time of 21.4 minutes.  
Thirteen percent spent ten minutes or less walking/biking to their destination, 27 percent 
between 11 and 20 minutes, and 16 percent more than half an hour. 
 
 
Figure 7: Number of Minutes Walked/Biked for Transportation Each Way 

 
 
 
Lastly, to evaluate the amenities and ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎ 
related to trail and pathway usageΣ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ мр-minute walk of your home, 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΚέ  Some of the barriers identified included loose dogs making 
walking or biking unsafe (53 percent of respondents indicated this is close to their home) and 
heavy traffic (47 percent).  However, respondents also identified a variety of outdoor recreation 
opportunities located close to their home, such as access to public lands like National Forest or 
BLM (45 percent), trails for hiking or biking (39 percent), and paths for walking/running/biking 
(34 percent).  Roughly a quarter reported the presence of bus stops (26 percent), wide 
shoulders on the roads (24 percent), and sidewalks for safe walking (24 percent) nearby.  Only 
10 percent said bike lanes were close to their home, reflecting a potential area for 
improvement and expansion. 
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Figure 8: Within a 15-minute walk of your home, are there any of the following? 
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TRAIL USE 

A primary goal of the survey research is to document the usage patterns of the Enchanted 
Circle trail system.  Those who indicated that they have used trails in the past year were asked a 
series of additional questions including usage by activity, locations used, satisfaction with trails, 
methods of learning about trails, and factors that would encourage increased trail usage.  Those 
who have not used trails in the past year were asked to identify reasons for not using the trails 
and factors that would encourage trail usage.  The findings from each of these questions are 
discussed in the section below. 
 

Recent Use of Trails 

Figure 9 shows that two-thirds of respondents (67 percent) indicated that they have used trails 
in the Enchanted Circle during the last 12 months. 
 
Among those who said they have not used trails in the Enchanted Circle, the three most 
common reasons cited for not using trails were uncertainty about the location of the trails (31 
percent of those not using trails, or 10 percent of the overall sample), a physical disability/ADA 
concerns (27 percent, 9 percent of overall sample), or not having enough time (26 percent, 9 
percent of overall sample).  Other reasons include some other reason (16 percent, 5 percent of 
overall sample), the lack of convenience of trail location (15 percent, 5 percent), or a lack of 
interest (14 percent, 5 percent).  Few respondents identified conflicts with other users, an 
inability to purchase or maintain a bicycle, or a perception that the trails are unsafe (each 2 
percent) as major deterrents. 
 
Figure 9: Enchanted Circle Trail Usage in Last 12 Months 
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Trail Usage by Activity 

Respondents estimated the number of days per month, on average, that they use the 
Enchanted Circle trail system, both during the summer (May through October) and the winter 
(November through April).  Figure 10 on the following page depicts the average number of days 
used per month among overall respondents.  Average usage is considerably higher during 
summer (21.1 days on average) than winter (13.1 days on average).  These averages indicate 
that respondents use trails almost every day during summer months and almost every other 
day during winter months. 
 
Recreation is the most common reason why residents use of trails, but non-recreational uses 
like transportation and maintaining acequias are also among the top five uses.  
 
Walking, running or hiking on unpaved trails, and walking or running on paved trails are the 
most popular summer activities, with 9.2 days and 4.1 days of participation per month on 
average, respectively.  These are also the most popular winter activities, though with lower 
participation levels (5.1 days and 2.6 days, respectively).  Respondents also reported a higher 
level of summer participation in mountain biking, maintaining acequia/ranching/farming, 
hunting or fishing access, road biking, summer motorized use, and horseback riding.  Not 
surprisingly, higher participation was noted for cross country skiing and winter motorized use 
during winter months.  Average monthly use of trails for commuting was generally similar 
between summer months (1.8 days) and winter months (2.0 days). 
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Figure 10: Monthly Trail Usage by Activity 

 
  


























































