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The Economic Profile System (EPS) is a free, easy-
to-use software application used by public lands 

managers, county planners, economic development 
directors, county commissioners, businesses, research-
ers, and others to produce detailed socioeconomic 
profiles of their communities, counties, and regions.

Getting economics right is important, and EPS 
helps make better decisions by providing and ana-
lyzing more than 1,500 published variables (such 
as population, jobs, income, wages, relationships 
between economic sectors, age, education, or hous-
ing affordability) for more than 90,000 geographies 

nation-wide including towns, counties, and states, as 
well as custom aggregations of counties. 

A companion to EPS, called EPSC, employs 
detailed information from the decennial census, and 
is a useful tool for conducting analysis on specific 
demographic characteristics (such as age distribu-
tion, poverty, racial compositions, languages spoken, 
or education rates) at the community level. 

EPS was funded by and developed in partner-
ship with the Bureau of Land Management over the 
last ten years. Beginning in 2007, the Forest Service 
joined the partnership.

February 2009  www.headwaterseconomics.org

Sweetwater County, Wyoming Age and Gender
(From EPSC)

� Population by Age and Sex

Total
Median

Age

Number Number Share NumberShare Number Share
Total Population

   2000 37,613         12,223     32% 9,586       25% 3,009       8% 34.2     3.6       
�    1990 38,823         14,318     37% 6,788       17% 2,785       7% 30.4     3.7       

   10 Yr. Change (1,210)         (2,095)      -4% 2,798       8% 224          1% 3.8       (0.1)      
   10 Yr. % Change -3% -15% 41% 8% 13% -3%
2000 Sex Breakout
      Male 19,026         6,278       33% 5,024       26% 1,286       7% 34.3     

�       Female 18,587         5,945       32% 4,562       25% 1,723       9% 34.2     
   Male/Female Split 51% / 49%

2000 Table SF1 - P12 & 1990 SF1 Table P05 & P12

�

Source: Census 2000 and Census 1990

The population has 
gotten older since 
1990.  The median age 
in 2000 is 34.2 years, 
up  from 30.4 years in 
1990.

The age group that has 
grown the fastest, as a 
share of total, is 45 to 
49 years , up 1,207 
people.  Their share of 
total  rose  by 3.4%

The largest age 
category is 40 to 44 
years old (3,636 people 
or 9.7% of the total).

Total Population in 
2000 was 37,613 
people, down -3% from 
38,823 in 1990.

Under 20 years

Density
(Pop.

per sq. 
mi.)

52% / 48% 43% / 57%

65 years and over
40 - 54 (Baby 
Boom in 2000)

Note: In aggregated profiles, medians are interpolated.

51% / 49%

In the graphs below, changes in population by age are shown two ways. The "Change in Population" graph 
illustrates how each age bracket has changed in the last 10 years.  The "Change in Share" graph illustrates 
how each category has changed as a share of total.  Note that an age bracket can have an increase in 
population while declining as a share of total.  The "Change in Share" graph usually demonstrates how the 
baby boom has caused a demographic shift in the population (growth in the 40-60 age brackets).
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming Agriculture (Business Income)

Gross Income, Expenses, and Net Income from Farming and Ranching

All figures in thousands of 2006 dollars 1970

% of 
Gross

Income 1995

% of 
Gross

Income 2006

% of 
Gross

Income

70-04
Change in 

Share

Gross Income (Cash + Other) 29,450         10,600         8,521          

     Cash Receipts from Marketings 26,769         91% 8,952          84% 6,622          77.7% -13%

            Livestock & Products 26,047         88% 7,645          72% 5,421          63.6% -25%

            Crops 722             2% 1,307          12% 1,201          14.1% 12%

     Other Income 2,681          9% 1,648          16% 1,899          22.3% 13%

            Government Payments 2,333          8% 685             6% 403             4.7% -3%

            Imputed Rent & Rent Received 348             1% 963             9% 1,496          17.6% 16%

Production Expenses 25,881         10,763         10,515         

Realized Net Income (Income - Expenses) 3,570          (163)            (1,994)         

Value of Inventory Change (1,668)         -6% 443             4% (167)            NA NA

Total Net Income (Inc. corporate farms) 1,902          280             (2,161)         

Source: BEA REIS 2006 CD Table CA45

Net Farm IncomeGross Income vs. Production Expenses

Farm income figures presented on this page reflect income from farming enterprises (income of the business). The term “farm” 

includes farming and ranching, but not agricultural services such as soil preparation services and veterinary services. In contrast, farm 

income figures presented in the next section reflect personal income earned by individuals (income of individuals, both proprietors 

and wage and salary employees) who work in farming and ranching.

Farm income of businesses differs from individual farm income because it also includes government payments, rent, the value of 

inventory change and production expenses.  In some areas, net farm income can be negative when production expenses exceed 

gross income. 

Net Farm Income
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Gross Income vs. Production Expenses
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming Employment

Long term trend

�

�

�

�

Wages and Salaries vs. Proprietors

Changes from 1970 to 2006

1970
% of 
Total 1995 2006

% of 
Total

New
Employme
nt (70-06)

% of 
New

Employm
ent

New
Employm

ent (95-
06)

% of 
New

Employ
ment

 Total full-time and part-time employment 8,699       24,744      29,811      21,112 5,067 100.0%

   Wage and salary jobs 7,621       87.6% 21,201      25,826      86.6% 18,205 86.2% 4,625 91.3%

   Number of proprietors 1,078       12.4% 3,543        3,985        13.4% 2,907 13.8% 442 8.7%

     Number of nonfarm proprietors 5/ 962          11.1% 3,380        3,824        12.8% 2,862 13.6% 444 8.8%

     Number of farm proprietors 116          1.3% 163           161           0.5% 45 0.2% -2 NA

Wage and salary  employment refers to employees.

Source: BEA REIS 2006 Table CA30

Proprietors include sole proprietorships, partnerships, and tax-exempt cooperatives. A sole proprietorship is an unincorporated business 

owned by a person. A partnership is an unincorporated business association of two or more partners. A tax-exempt cooperative is a 

nonprofit business organization that is collectively owned by its members.

From 1970 to 2006, 21,112 new 

jobs were created.

From 1970 to 2006, the majority of 

job growth, 86% of new jobs, was in 

wage and salary employment 

(people who work for someone 

else).

In 1970, proprietors represented 

12.4% of total employment; by 

2006, they represented 13.4%.

Wage and salary employment 

(people who work for someone 

else) contributed 86% of new 

employment from 1970 to 2006, 

and 91% of new employment since 

1995.

25,826

3,985

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

19
70

19
73

19
76

19
79

19
82

19
85

19
88

19
91

19
94

19
97

20
00

20
03

20
06

Th
ou

sa
nd

s 
of

 J
ob

s

   Wage and salary jobs    Number of proprietors
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming
Specialization

The sectors that most diverge from the US norm are:

� Over reliance on Mining (13.8% compared to 0.4% in the US)

� Under reliance on Manufacturing (8.2% compared to 14.1% in the US)

� Under reliance on Health care and social assistance (7.2% compared to 11.2% in the US)

� Under reliance on Professional, scientific, and technical services (2.3% compared to 5.9% in the US)

Sector Analysis (Sorted by Difference in Share)

U.S.

Mining
14% 0% 13%

Utilities
4% 1% 3%

Educational services 11% 9% 2%

Construction
9% 7% 2%

Transportation and warehousing 6% 4% 1%

Accommodation and food services 7% 6% 1%

Retail trade
12% 12% 0%

Management of companies and enterprises 0% 0% 0%

Real estate and rental and leasing 2% 2% 0%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation 2% 2% 0%

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1% 1% 0%

Other services (except public administration) 4% 5% -1%

Public administration 4% 5% -1%

Wholesale trade
2% 4% -1%

Admin & support & waste management services 2% 3% -1%

Information
2% 3% -2%

Finance and insurance 2% 5% -3%

Professional, scientific, and technical services 2% 6% -4%

Health care and social assistance 7% 11% -4%

Manufacturing
8% 14% -6%

Source: Census 2000 SF3 Table P49.

The above index uses a new improved methodology relative to earlier versions of EPS.  It was calculated by summing the squares of the 

difference in shares between the local economy and the US for the 20 sectors.

This page uses the sectoral composition of the U.S. economy as a benchmark for economic diversity and compares the local sector

breakout to that of the nation.  Communities that are heavily reliant on only a few industries may be economically vulnerable to

disruptions.  The aim of this page is to quantitatively measure the extent to which the sectoral breakout of the local economy mirrors that 

of the US, and if they are different to illustrate the major factors that are contributing to the differences.

Sweetwater County, Wyoming is somewhat specialized, with a specialization score of 280.  By comparison, a county that is structured

identically to the US would have a score of 0 (very diverse).  The largest observed score in the U.S. is 3,441 (very specialized).

Difference
in Share

The figure below illustrates how the distribution of local employment by sector compares to the nation.  The first bar chart compares the 

local area to the United States.  The second bar chart subtracts one from the other to show where they differ.  The closer the bars are to 

each other, the more the local economic structure is like that of the US.

Study
Area

Employment Shares 
vs. U.S.

0% 5% 10% 15%

Sweetwater County, Wyoming

United States

Difference in 
Shares vs. U.S.

-10% 0% 10% 20%
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming Performance Comparisons

Benchmark = Median of all Counties in U.S.***
Less Than More Than

Sweetwater County, Wyoming US Median

Population Growth (Annualized rate, 1970-

2006)

2.0% 0.6%

Employment Growth (Annualized rate, 1970-

2006)

3.5% 1.4%

Personal Income Growth (Adjusted for 

Inflation, Annualized rate, 1970-2006)
4.3% 2.2%

Non-labor Income Share of Total in 2006 23.0% 37.4%

Median Age*
34.2 37.3

Per Capita Income (2006) 43,463$           27,413$     

Average Earnings Per Job (2006) 53,236$           30,604$     

Education Rate* (% of population 25 and over 

who have a college degree)

17.0% 14.5%

Education Rate* (% of population 25 and over 

who have less than a high school diploma)

12.6% 21.0%

Employment Specialization* 280                  155            

Rich-Poor Ratio* (for each household that made 

over $100K, how many households made less 

than $30K)

3.6                  8.7             

Housing Affordability in 2000 (100 or above 

means that the median family can afford the 

median house)*

184                  186            

Change in Housing Affordability* (% Change in 

index from 1990 to 2000)  Positive means the 

area is getting more affordable.

6.7% 10.3%

Government share of Total employment 14% 15%

Unemployment Rate in 2007** 2.4% 4.7%

Compared to benchmark area, the county has: 

***Median is the middle value of a list of numbers. This is different from mean (average), which is the sum of all the numbers in a list 

divided by the number of numbers in the list.

All data are from REIS except * are from 2000 US Census and ** is from Bureau of Labor Statistics.

(3.00) (1.00) 1.00 3.00

# of Standard Deviations from the Median
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming
Personal Income

Long term trend
�

�

Importance of Proprietors

�

�

Wages and Salaries vs. Proprietors
1970 1995 2006 New % of

% of % of % of Income New 

1970 Labor 1995 Labor 2006 Labor 70-06 Income

 Labor Sources
284                     100% 869                     100% 1,272                 100% 988                     100.0%

   Wage and salary disbursements
251                     88% 816                     94% 1,188                 93% 938                     94.9%

   Proprietors' income
43                       15% 92                       11% 121                    9% 78                       7.9%

     Nonfarm proprietors' income
41                       14% 92                       11% 123                    10% 82                       8.3%

     Farm proprietors' income
2                         1% 0                         0% (2)                       0% (4)                        NA

Source: BEA REIS 2006 Table CA05N and CA30

From 1970 to 2006,  personal 

income added $1,286 million in 

real terms.

The annualized growth rate was 

4.3%.

All income in millions of 2006 dollars

Proprietors' income includes income from sole proprietorships, partnerships and tax-exempt cooperatives. A sole proprietorship is an 

unincorporated business owned by a person. A partnership is an unincorporated business association of two or more partners. A tax-

exempt cooperative is a nonprofit business organization that is collectively owned by its members.

Wage and salary is monetary remuneration of employees, including employee contributions to certain deferred compensation programs, 

such as 401(K) plans.

7.9% of new labor income from 

1970 to 2006 was from 

proprietors' income.

In the last 36 years, wage and 

salary disbursements grew at an 

annual rate of 4.4%, outpacing 

proprietors' income which grew 

at a 2.9% rate.
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EPS: Constantly Improving

EPS already has more than 15,000 users 
nationally.  See back page for new EPS tools 
to be released later this year that will produce 
detailed, industry-specific analysis.

www.headwaterseconomics.org/eps

http://www.headwaterseconomics.org/eps


EPS provides reliable and credible information 
that is translated into easy to understand anal-

ysis for both experts and non-specialists. EPS, for 
example, helps elected officials and land managers 
better understand the extent of timber’s role in the 
economy or the share of retirement and investment 
income in their particular county or region.

One of the principle advantages of EPS is as a 
timesaving device.  Analysts no longer have to spend 
weeks hunting for data, downloading it from web 
sites, standardizing the variables, adjusting numbers 
for inflation, and making charts, tables, and figures.  
All of that is done automatically by EPS, freeing users 
for the important work—utilizing the information 
and trends to make better economic development 
and long-term planning decisions. 

EPS also contains data for small rural geographies 
which federal sources sometimes restrict.  Using a 
variety of databases and econometric techniques, EPS 
has a built-in data gap estimation system and clearly 
indicates when this application has been applied.

EPS Provides Reliable and Credible Economic Analysis

THERE ARE THREE WAYS to pro-
duce detailed EPS profiles automati-
cally and efficiently at a variety of 
geographic scales from our web page: 
www.headwaterseconomics.org/eps.
1. Click on the interactive map on 

our web page to download and 
view finished EPS profiles in PDF 
format for any county or state.

2. Install EPS software to your per-
sonal computer which provides 
access to the raw data in Excel 
format and can provide aggregate  
profiles. 

3. Contact Headwaters Economics 
for custom analysis or tailored 
profiles.

Three Ways You Can Use EPS

Key Benefits
• EPS is free

• Easy to use for both experts and non-
economists

• Uses only published statistics from fed-
eral data sources 

• Updated every year with the latest data

• Available nation-wide

• Estimates data gaps for rural geographies

“I just want to commend you and thank you for EPS. 
It is the type of resource that causes me to say, ‘Why 
didn’t we do that?’” 
--PROFESSOR BILL PINKOVITZ, CENTER FOR COMMUNITY 

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

Sweetwater County, Wyoming Specialization

The sectors that most diverge from the US norm are:
� Over reliance on Mining (13.8% compared to 0.4% in the US)
� Under reliance on Manufacturing (8.2% compared to 14.1% in the US)
� Under reliance on Health care and social assistance (7.2% compared to 11.2% in the US)
� Under reliance on Professional, scientific, and technical services (2.3% compared to 5.9% in the US)

Sector Analysis (Sorted by Difference in Share)

U.S.
Mining 14% 0% 13%
Utilities 4% 1% 3%
Educational services 11% 9% 2%
Construction 9% 7% 2%

Transportation and warehousing 6% 4% 1%
Accommodation and food services 7% 6% 1%
Retail trade 12% 12% 0%
Management of companies and enterprises 0% 0% 0%
Real estate and rental and leasing 2% 2% 0%
Arts, entertainment, and recreation 2% 2% 0%
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1% 1% 0%
Other services (except public administration) 4% 5% -1%

Public administration 4% 5% -1%
Wholesale trade 2% 4% -1%

Admin & support & waste management services 2% 3% -1%
Information 2% 3% -2%
Finance and insurance 2% 5% -3%
Professional, scientific, and technical services 2% 6% -4%
Health care and social assistance 7% 11% -4%
Manufacturing 8% 14% -6%

Source: Census 2000 SF3 Table P49.

The above index uses a new improved methodology relative to earlier versions of EPS.  It was calculated by summing the squares of the 
difference in shares between the local economy and the US for the 20 sectors.

This page uses the sectoral composition of the U.S. economy as a benchmark for economic diversity and compares the local sector
breakout to that of the nation.  Communities that are heavily reliant on only a few industries may be economically vulnerable to
disruptions.  The aim of this page is to quantitatively measure the extent to which the sectoral breakout of the local economy mirrors that 
of the US, and if they are different to illustrate the major factors that are contributing to the differences.

Sweetwater County, Wyoming is somewhat specialized, with a specialization score of 280.  By comparison, a county that is structured
identically to the US would have a score of 0 (very diverse).  The largest observed score in the U.S. is 3,441 (very specialized).

Difference
in Share

The figure below illustrates how the distribution of local employment by sector compares to the nation.  The first bar chart compares the 
local area to the United States.  The second bar chart subtracts one from the other to show where they differ.  The closer the bars are to 
each other, the more the local economic structure is like that of the US.

Study
Area

Employment Shares 
vs. U.S.

0% 5% 10% 15%

Sweetwater County, Wyoming
United States

Difference in 
Shares vs. U.S.

-10% 0% 10% 20%
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming Employment
Long term trend

�

�

�

�

Wages and Salaries vs. Proprietors
Changes from 1970 to 2006

1970
% of 
Total 1995 2006

% of 
Total

New
Employme
nt (70-06)

% of 
New

Employm
ent

New
Employm

ent (95-
06)

% of 
New

Employ
ment

 Total full-time and part-time employment 8,699       24,744      29,811      21,112 5,067 100.0%
   Wage and salary jobs 7,621       87.6% 21,201      25,826      86.6% 18,205 86.2% 4,625 91.3%

   Number of proprietors 1,078       12.4% 3,543        3,985        13.4% 2,907 13.8% 442 8.7%
     Number of nonfarm proprietors 5/ 962          11.1% 3,380        3,824        12.8% 2,862 13.6% 444 8.8%
     Number of farm proprietors 116          1.3% 163           161           0.5% 45 0.2% -2 NA

Wage and salary  employment refers to employees.
Source: BEA REIS 2006 Table CA30

Proprietors include sole proprietorships, partnerships, and tax-exempt cooperatives. A sole proprietorship is an unincorporated business 
owned by a person. A partnership is an unincorporated business association of two or more partners. A tax-exempt cooperative is a 
nonprofit business organization that is collectively owned by its members.

From 1970 to 2006, 21,112 new 
jobs were created.

From 1970 to 2006, the majority of 
job growth, 86% of new jobs, was in 
wage and salary employment 
(people who work for someone 
else).

In 1970, proprietors represented 
12.4% of total employment; by 
2006, they represented 13.4%.

Wage and salary employment 
(people who work for someone 
else) contributed 86% of new 
employment from 1970 to 2006, 
and 91% of new employment since 
1995.
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Sweetwater County, Wyoming Population Trends

Population

�

�

Population Growth Compared to the State and the Nation

�

�

�

Source: BEA REIS 2006 Table CA30

Data is indexed by 
dividing by the value in 
1970 times 100.  A 
value of 100 indicates 
that it has not changed 
since 1970.

From 1970 to 2006 
population grew by 
19,481 people, a 105% 
increase in population.

At an annual rate, this 
represents an increase 
of 2.0%.

The vertical shaded bars on the figure below represent the last five recession periods: November 1973 to March 1975; January 1980 to 
July 1980; July 1981 to November 1982; July 1990 to March 1991; March 2001 to November 2001.  More information about recessions
is available on the next page.

Over the last 36 years 
population growth in the 
sweetwater county, 
wyoming has outpaced 
Wyoming and the 
nation.

Population growth is not 
generally impacted by 
national recessions.

Population Trends
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Economic Profile System (EPS)

www.headwaterseconomics.org

A SocioEconomic Profile 
Sweetwater County, Wyoming

EPS Covers Every County and State Including Alaska and Hawaii.

http://www.headwaterseconomics.org/eps


EPS Enhances Research  
and Outreach

Headwaters Economics uses EPS on a 
daily basis as a powerful research and 

outreach tool. Two recent examples dem-
onstrate its broad application.

EPS was crucial to our ability to  
analyze the impacts of fossil fuel  
extraction on western counties.

www.headwaterseconomics.org/energy

EPS enhances our outreach work such 
as engaging citizens and agency staff 
to update management plans for the 
Sequoia National Forest in California.

www.headwaterseconomics.org/sequoia.php

How the Public Uses EPS

As the Mayor of Choteau, 
I used EPS to better under-
stand our community.  The 
charts, graphs and interpretive 
notations were very helpful 
and easy to understand. EPS 
provided a touchstone for 
the whole community as we 
worked together to create a 
vision of our future and identify our community’s com-
petitive advantages.

--DAN CLARK, FORMER MAYOR, 
 CHOTEAU, MONTANA

For ten years the Bureau of Land Management has 
sponsored the development of the Economic Profile System.  
Making information readily available to the communities 
and interest groups affected by BLM’s actions furthers our 
goal of a cooperative approach to resource management.
 --DR. ROB WINTHROP, SENIOR SOCIAL SCIENTIST, 

BLM, WASHINGTON, DC.

I wanted to write and tell you how much I like your 
county profiles.  I direct a regional leadership and policy 
collaborative in northwest California (Del Norte,  
Humboldt, Trinity, and Mendocino counties) and on  
my website I link to your profiles.

--KATHLEEN E. MOXON, DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS,  
HUMBOLDT AREA FOUNDATION, CALIFORNIA

“EPS is just the tool we needed to work our way through 
Forest Plan Revision.   EPS is great because it provides 
scientifically credible information in a format that 
even those of us who aren’t professional economists can 
understand.  It’s really improved our ability to communi-
cate with the public.
 --RON POTTS, PLANNER,  

SANTA FE NATIONAL FOREST, NEW MEXICO

http://www.headwaterseconomics.org/energy
http://www.headwaterseconomics.org/energy
www.headwaterseconomics.org/sequoia.php


MISSION STATEMENT
Headwaters Economics is an independent, non-profit research group.  Our mission 
is to improve community development and land management decisions in the West.

HEADWATERS ECONOMICS
Mail:

P.O. Box 7059, Bozeman MT 59771

Deliveries:
810 N. Wallace Avenue, Suite D, Bozeman MT 59715

Staff:
Ray Rasker, Ph.D. 406.570.7044

Ben Alexander 406.599.7423
Patty Gude 406.599.7425

Mark Haggerty 406.570.5626
Jeff van den Noort 406.599.1653

Julia Hobson Haggerty, Ph.D. 406.600.1766
Chris Mehl 406.570.8937

www.headwaterseconomics.org
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EPS is Constantly Improving
Later this year, Headwaters Economics will release new analysis tools 

as part of EPS that will produce detailed, industry-specific chapters on:

• Timber and Wood Products
• Mining and Energy Development
• Travel and Tourism
• Agriculture
• Government
• Service Industries
• Non-Labor Income
• Environmental Justice

Working closely with the Forest Service, Headwaters  
Economics is producing a new feature called the Human  
Dimensions Toolkit.  HDT will provide color-coded interpretive analysis  
and will push information from any EPS profile into a Microsoft Word document to make it 
easier to share and turn into planning documents.  

Like all EPS products, these new tools will be free, easy to use, and available nation-wide.


