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Rocky Mountain Energy Producers:
“Competitive Position Approach”

1. Establish Opportunities around 
Green Economy, including Clean 
Energy and Energy Efficiency 

2. Assess Performance for Each 
State

3. Consider Policy-Performance 
Links, Offer Recommendations



•Green Jobs
•Green Establishment Database, Collaborative Economics

•Innovation: Clean Technology Patents
•1790 Analytics/US Patent & Trade Office

•Ability to Capture Investment
•Private Capital (Cleantech.com) and Public Investment (DOE/ARRA)

SOURCE: GREEN ESTABLISHMENT 
DATABASE, COLLABORATIVE ECONOMICS

Pros
•Highly conservative, reliable
•Accurate

Cons
•Proprietary, expensive
•2007 most recent year
•Lack of comparability to standard jobs data







As measured by…
1.Job and Enterprise Creation
2.Innovation (Clean Tech Patents)
3.Investment (VC and Stimulus)

…state green economic performance:
• Colorado and New Mexico clear #1 and #2
• Utah stalled, lagging
• Montana, committed but challenged
• Wyoming, opportunity lost







1. Green jobs small (30,591 in 5 states in 2007) but 
growing faster than total jobs in CO, NM, WY

2. Colorado has most jobs (55%) and enterprises 
(50%) in region

3. Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency sectors among 
fastest-growing green economic sectors

4. Colorado and New Mexico growing energy-related 
green jobs faster than other states



1.Region has 4% of total U.S. Patents

2.Leading segments: Batteries, Solar Energy, 
Fuel Cells, Wind Energy

3.Colorado 50%, New Mexico 28%, of clean 
tech patents for period 1994-2008

4.Small rural states struggle 
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DData Source: Cleantech Group™, LLC  (www.cleantech.com)
Analysis: Collaborative Economics



*Includes funds awarded through the Department of Energy offices: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, Office of Science, Advanced 
Energy Research Project-Energy, and Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability. (Excludes funds awarded by DOE  Office of 
Environmental Management). 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, at: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/recovery/. 
Accessed April 2, 2010.



1. Colorado and New Mexico well ahead 

2. Colorado attracted $800m in VC for period 1999-
2008; 75% of total, majority coming recently

3. Colorado successful with DOE/ARRA funds, other 
states weaker performance

4. Poor record on innovation and investment limits 
options for Utah, Wyoming, and Montana



1. Strategic Pairing of Incentives with Clear Policy Goals

2. Encourage and Capture Large Scale Investment

3. Cultivate a Well-Resourced Business Environment

4. Leadership

5. Overcome Limited Infrastructure Capacity



Policy performance relative to national leaders



Policy performance relative to national leaders
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