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Montana’s Public Lands

30% Federal 

Public Lands

Forest Service

Park Service

BLM

US Fish & Wildlife



https://headwaterseconomics.org

Montana Growing Faster Than Nation

Montana vs. U.S., % Change, 2000-2015

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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Most of the Growth is in Western Montana

Population Change, 2000-2015

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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85% of New Jobs in Montana in Services

102,000 net 

new jobs 

85% in 

SERVICES

Change in Montana Employment by Industry, 2000-2015

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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Services and Non-Labor Income Fastest Growing

Doctors, engineers, lawyers, 

accountants, waiters, barbers, high-tech 

workers, etc. 

Retirement, investments, Social 

Security, Medicare, Medicaid, etc. 

Change in Personal Income by Sources, Montana, 1970-2015

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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60% of Labor Income in Montana From Services

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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Gallatin County
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95% of New GALLATIN COUNTY Jobs in Services

Change in Gallatin County Employment by Industry, 2000-2016

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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Robert Keith
Beartooth Capital

“Our business model is entirely predicated on 

the unique and special aspects of the American 

west – ranging from the wide-open spaces to 

the wildlife that inhabit them.”

Jeff Batton
Greenstone Growth Partners

“By basing ourselves in a location that 

balances quality of life issues with 

entrepreneurial drive, we have been 

able to find the "sweet spot”
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5 Counties Responsible for 75% of Job Growth

U.S. Department of Commerce. 2016. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts, Washington, D.C.
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Federal Land Counties Grow Fastest

Non-Metro Western Counties With Federal Lands, 1970-2015

https://headwaterseconomics.org/public-lands/federal-lands-performance/
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Recruitment of Talent

Bozeman, Montana in the 1990s

“Our quality of life is defined by our 

public lands and access to them. This 

gives us and other tech companies in 

Montana a distinct competitive 

advantage. 

We can recruit and retain top talent 

successfully within and outside the 

state because of the world-class 

landscape that surrounds us.”  

Lance Trebesch CEO, 

TicketPrinting.com
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High-Tech in Montana

15,000 jobs

Wages per job $68,544 

(state average $41,775)

Wages grew by 6.3% in 

the last year, jobs by 3.3%

$1.03 billion in wages

2,368 establishments

“A Profile of Montana’s High Tech Industries, released in February 2018. http://www.bber.umt.edu/pubs/survey/MHTBASurvey2018.pdf. Other figures from News release, March 2018 https://mthightech.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/2018-High-Tech-

Industry-Press-Release-Master-2.pdf High-tech is defined as Pharmaceutical and medicine manufacturing, Computer and peripheral equipment manufacturing, Communications equipment manufacturing, Semiconductor and electronic component 

manufacturing. Electronic instrument manufacturing, Aerospace product and parts manufacturing, Software publishers, Internet publishing and broadcasting, Telecommunications, Data processing, hosting and related services, Architectural and 

engineering services, Computer systems design and related services, Scientific research and development services 
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