
0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f 2

00
9 

$s

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

19
08

19
12

19
16

19
20

19
24

19
28

19
32

19
36

19
40

19
44

19
48

19
52

19
56

19
60

19
64

19
68

19
72

19
76

19
80

19
84

19
88

19
92

19
96

20
00

20
04

20
08

20
12

20
16

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f 2

00
9 

$s
KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF COUNTY PAYMENTS

pilt

commodity revenue sharing

northwest forest plan
owl transition payments

srs title i & iii

Volatility Addressed
PILT increases and stabilizes county payments

Recession Impacts
1980s recession drives down commodity sales 

and county payments decline

Performance Based
Secure Rural Schools Act reauthorized

some focus on need-based distribution

srs title ii

Delinked from Commodities
Secure Rural Schools Act decouples

county payments from commodity receipts

What’s Next?
Current county payment 

programs sunset 
in 2011 and 2012

1900s – 1930s: Linked to Commodities 
USFS and later BLM (1908 and 1937) share 

commodity receipts with counties.

Post World War II Commodity Boom 
Public lands supply post-war housing boom, county 

payments grow significantly.

Transition from Commodities
Commodity volatility and changing federal land 
policies prompt reforms, including funding for 

stewardship, restoration, and jobs.

?

During the past century, Congress has 
shown a commitment to providing stable 
and predictable compensation to counties 
for non-taxable federal lands. At the same 
time, federal land payments have a signifi-
cant bearing on many rural counties, and 
Congress has shown a continuing desire 
to adapt county payments to changing 
economic conditions and forest health 
management goals. 


