
Neighborhoods at Risk

https://headwaterseconomics.org/nar

Neighborhoods at Risk is an easy-to-use website with 
interactive maps, charts, and resources to help communities 
identify neighborhoods that may be more impacted by climate 
change. It shows where people may experience unequal impacts 
from hurricanes, flooding, and extreme heat.

It is free to use and available for every community and 
county in the nation.

Neighborhoods at Risk 
helps communities:
• Prioritize capital 

improvements.

• Conduct vulnerability 
assessments.

• Inform land use and policy 
decisions.

• Develop mitigation plans.

• Support grant proposals.

Neighborhoods at Risk supports:

ELECTED OFFICIALS PLANNERS

CLIMATE 
PRACTITIONERS ADVOCATES

A free online tool: headwaterseconomics.org/nar

Neighborhoods at Risk

“Neighborhoods at Risk  

helped our city find insights 

and take action around  

hard questions related to 

diversity and equity.”

-Missy Stults, PhD
Sustainability and Innovations Manager,  

City of Ann Arbor, MI

https://headwaterseconomics.org/nar


Neighborhoods at Risk

https://headwaterseconomics.org/nar

Find At-Risk Neighborhoods

Get population 
summaries.

Learn how many 
people live in at-risk 

neighborhoods.

Customize 
your map.

Apply filters based 
on neighborhood 
characteristics.

Learn where  
risk is highest.
Display the top 
vulnerabilities  

for your community.

09
/2

02
1

This free tool is nationally available thanks to generous support of the Tableau Foundation, Mapbox, Urban Sustainability Directors Network,  
M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust, Climate Resilience Fund, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,  
and National Academy of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 

Explore Climate Projections

Access community-specific climate data.  
Easily adjust the time period, temperatures  

and precipitation settings.

Download  
a PDF report.  

Dig deeper into the 
characteristics of your 

selected neighborhoods. 

Data Sources: Demographics, poverty, and housing characteristics from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey. 
Tree canopy and impervious surface data from the National Land Cover Dataset. Floodplain data from FEMA. Hurricane flood zones from 
First Street Foundation. Climate projections from the Applied Climate Information System managed by the Northeast Regional Climate 
Center at Cornell University.

What can you do with Neighborhoods at Risk?

Neighborhoods at RiskSelected Tracts

People of Color and Hispanics
Lake Charles, LA Selected Tracts

U.S.

Total Population, 2019*

77,283
30,476 324,697,795

White alone

36,193
5,714 235,377,662

Black or African American alone
36,840

23,581
41,234,642

American Indian alone

¨403
¨145

2,750,143

Asian alone

1,456
¨107

17,924,209

Native Hawaii & Other Pacific Is. alone
¨0

¨0
599,868

Some other race alone

˙576
˙456

16,047,369

Two or more races

˙1,815
¨473

10,763,902

Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
2,489

946
58,479,370

Not Hispanic or Latino
74,794

29,530 266,218,425

Not Hispanic & White alone
34,276

5,168 197,100,373

People of Color and Hispanics
43,007

25,308 127,597,422

Percent of Total, 2019*White alone

46.8%
18.7%

72.5%

Black or African American alone
47.7%

77.4%
12.7%

American Indian alone

¨0.5%
¨0.5%

0.8%

Asian alone

˙1.9%
¨0.4%

5.5%

Native Hawaii & Other Pacific Is. alone
¨0.0%

¨0.0%
0.2%

Some other race alone

˙0.7%
˙1.5%

4.9%

Two or more races

˙2.3%
¨1.6%

3.3%

Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
3.2%

˙3.1%
18.0%

Not Hispanic or Latino

96.8%
96.9%

82.0%

Not Hispanic & White alone
44.4%

17.0%
60.7%

People of Color and Hispanics
55.6%

83.0%
39.3%

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs) < 12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small.

Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% are in orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution.

Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in red to indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable.
People of Color and Hispanics, Percent of Total, 2019*

* ACS 5-year estimates used.  2019 represents average characteristics from 2015-2019; 2010 represents 2006-2010.

CITATION: U.S. Department of Commerce. 2020. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Office, Washington, D.C.,

reported by Headwaters Economics’ Neighborhoods at Risk, headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk.

Find more reports like this at headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk
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Headwaters Economics
Headwaters Economics is an independent, nonprofit research group that works to improve community development and land

management decisions: headwaterseconomics.org.Neighborhoods at Risk
Neighborhoods at Risk is a free, web-based tool that provides cities with neighborhood-level information about at-risk populations and

their vulnerability to the impacts of climate change.
Free and easy-to-use: Quickly create maps and reports of socioeconomic and climate data.Available nation-wide: Explore socioeconomic and climate data for any community or county in the nation.

Updated continuously: Make use of the latest available, published government data.headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk

Find more reports like this at headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk
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Neighborhoods at Risk
Selected Tracts

Families in Poverty
Lake Charles, LA Selected Tracts U.S.

Total families for whom poverty status is

determined, 2019*
17,938 7,002 79,114,031

Families in poverty
3,126 2,119 7,541,196

Families with children in poverty 2,677 1,901 5,581,063

Single mother families in poverty 2,057 1,487 3,385,236

Percent of Total, 2019*
Families in poverty

17.4% 30.3% 9.5%

Families with children in poverty 14.9% 27.1% 7.1%

Single mother families in poverty 11.5% 21.2% 4.3%

Change in Percentage Points, 2010*-2019*
For example, if the value is 3% in 2010* and 4.5% in 2019*, the reported change in percentage points is 1.5.

Families in poverty
1.4 3.4 -0.5

Families with children in poverty 1.6 4.6 -0.8

Single mother families in poverty 0.8 3.2 -0.5

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs) < 12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small.

Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% are in orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution.

Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in red to indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable.

Families in Poverty, Percent of Total, 2019*

• Selected Tracts has the largest share

of single mother families in poverty

(21.2%).

Families in Poverty, Change in Percentage Points, 2010*-2019*

• The largest change in the share of

single mother familes in poverty

occurred in Selected Tracts, which

went from 18.1% to 21.2%.

* ACS 5-year estimates used.  2019 represents average characteristics from 2015-2019; 2010 represents 2006-2010.

CITATION: U.S. Department of Commerce. 2020. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Office, Washington, D.C.,

reported by Headwaters Economics’ Neighborhoods at Risk, headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk.

Find more reports like this at headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk Data and Graphics  |  Page 6
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Neighborhoods at Risk

Selected Tracts

Young & Elderly Populations
Lake Charles, LA

Selected Tracts
U.S.

Total Population, 2019*

77,283
30,476

324,697,795

Under 5 years old

5,001
2,250

19,767,670

65 years and older

12,647
4,258

50,783,796

80 years and older

1,742
442

6,269,017

Percent of Total, 2019*

Under 5 years old

6.5%
7.4%

6.1%

65 years and older

16.4%
14.0%

15.6%

80 years and older

2.3%
1.5%

1.9%

Change in Percentage Points, 2010*-2019*

For example, if the value is 3% in 2010* and 4.5% in 2019*, the reported change in percentage points is 1.5.

Under 5 years old

-0.6
-1.9

-0.5

65 years and older

2.2
0.4

2.9

80 years and older

0.5
-0.3

0.2

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs) < 12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small.

Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% are in orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution.

Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in red to indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable.

Population by Group, Percent of Total, 2019*

• Selected Tracts has the largest share

of people under 5 years old (7.4%).

• Lake Charles, LA has the largest

share of people 80 years and older

(2.3%).

Population by Group, Change in Percentage Points, 2010*-2019*

• The largest change in the share of

people under 5 years old occurred in

Selected Tracts, which went from

9.3% to 6.5%.

• The largest change in the share of

people 80 years and older occurred in

Lake Charles, LA, which went from

1.7% to 2.3%.

* ACS 5-year estimates used.  2019 represents average characteristics from 2015-2019; 2010 represents 2006-2010.

CITATION: U.S. Department of Commerce. 2020. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Office, Washington, D.C.,

reported by Headwaters Economics’ Neighborhoods at Risk, headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk.

Find more reports like this at headwaterseconomics.org/apps/neighborhoods-at-risk
Data and Graphics  |  Page 14

6.5%
7.4% 6.1%

16.4% 14.0%

15.6%

2.3%
1.5%

1.9%

Lake Charles, LA Selected Tracts
U.S.

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

Under 5 years old 65 years and older 80 years and older

 -0.6  -1.9

 -0.5

 2.2
 0.4

 2.9

 0.5

 -0.3

 0.2

Lake Charles, LA Selected Tracts
U.S.

-3.0
-2.0
-1.0
0.0
1.0
2.0
3.0
4.0

Under 5 years old 65 years and older 80 years and older

Neighborhoods
at Risk

Selected Tracts

Selected Location(s):

Lake Charles, LA

Comparison Location:

U.S.

Produced by

Headwaters Economics'

Economic Profile System (EPS)

September 8, 2021

Advantages
• Free, friendly, intuitive interface 

• Displays top vulnerabilities for your community

• Brings together data about people and 
climate exposure

• Continuously updated data

Limitations
• Not a replacement for state, local, or individual 

property assessments

• Works best for communities with more than 
1,000 people

https://www.tableau.com/foundation
https://www.mapbox.com/community/
https://www.usdn.org/index.html#/
https://murdocktrust.org
https://www.climateresiliencefund.org
https://cpo.noaa.gov/Meet-the-Divisions/Communication-Education-and-Engagement
https://www.nationalacademies.org/gulf/gulf-research-program

