Three Ways Wildfire-Resistant Upgrades Pay Off

Wildfire-resistant home upgrades can do more than reduce wildfire risk. Many also help lower energy costs, reduce
maintenance, and last significantly longer than traditional materials—saving money over the life of your home.

Asphalt shingles need little upkeep,

Metal roofs can last decades longer than the

Reflective metal roofs can cut cooling

Roofs  whereas wood roofs need moss removal, 30-40 years typical of wood shakes. energy by 20%+ in hot climates, depending
coatings, and reshingling. on insulation and color.
Fiberglass doors need only an occasional Wildfire-resistant steel and fiberglass A steel or fiberglass door insulates up to
Doors  topcoat, while wood requires regular doors last about as long as well- five times better than a wood door.
sanding and refinishing. maintained wood doors.
Metal-clad windows require less Wildfire-resistant windows have a lifespan Wildfire-resistant, energy-efficient windows
Windows  maintenance than wood windows. comparable to vinyl or well-maintained can cut heating energy costs by 15-30% in
wood windows. cold climates.
Composite decks need almost no upkeep, Concrete patios last 30+ years and
Decks whereas a wood deck costs $375-$625 a composite decking 25-30 years, versus ABOUT THIS RESEARCH
year to maintain. just 10-20 years for wood. This fact sheet summarizes research
by Headwaters Ei [ d
Metal gutters only need cleaning, whereas  Copper gutters can last 50+ years, e
. . . Insurance for Good on the added
Gutters  wood gutters need regular painting, aluminum/steel 20+ years, and vinyl . e
sealing, and oilin utters 20 years or less e commog
9 g 9 y § resistant home upgrades. Data
S Metal vents are less prone to degradation Metal vents are expected to last 2-6 times come from peer-reviewed sf"d"es’
and require fewer repairs than plastic vents.  longer than plastic vents. government resources, national
laboratories, and industry research.
Fiber cement or stucco needs occasional Fiber cement and brick/stone siding lasts Read the full report: https:/
Siding  cleaning, whereas wood siding needs 50-100+ years, versus just 15-30+ years headwaterseconomics.

maintenance every 3-5 years.

for wood or vinyl.

Landscaping

Rock or gravel beds need almost no
upkeep, while mulch should be replaced
every year or two.

Over 10 years, rock beds cost about
one-quarter to one-sixth what it takes to
keep replacing muich.

org/natural-hazards/
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Actual savings and performance vary by climate, installation quality, product selection, and maintenance.
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Headwaters Economics is an independent, nonprofit research group
HEADWATERS that works to improve community development and land management
ECONOMICS  decisions. For more information visit https://headwaterseconomics.org.

Insurance
for
Good

‘ Insurance for Good is a nonprofit serving as the community of
practice working to harness risk transfer for the common good.
For more information visit https:/www.insuranceforgood.org.



