











Example #4: Gain political and cultural support from “high-amenity” communities

In some parts of the U.S. and Canada, the phenomenon of “amenity migration” has taken hold.
In these areas, it could be argued that the reintroduction of bison into the landscape is part of an
overall community development strategy to create and protect environmental and recreational
amenities, because they make up an important part of the quality of life that attracts and retains
people and their businesses. The first step is to identify where these places might be. Amenity
migration places tend to have many of the following characteristics:

* High population growth

* High levels of education

*  Ready access to large cities via road or air travel
*  Many home built in the 1990s

*  Lack of affordable housing

Places that are typical of this form of
economic development are the eastern
slope of the Canadian Rockies (Pincher
Creek, Canmore, Banff, ezc.) and the
Front Range of Colorado.
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Share of Population vgolgp a University Degree
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Access to Markets
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Share of Homes Cogoigructed in the 1990s
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Housing ﬁﬁordablhty
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Example #5: Understanding the people of the region

If an area has been identified, either with the help of this Atlas, or through some other means, as a
priority area for bison conservation, the Atlas can be used to describe the people and the economy
of the area. This is where many of the reference maps come in handy.

For example, a starting point may be WCS’s identification of potential bison restoration areas
(map of the left). Other maps may indicate a high degree of economic stress, a large proportion of
the population is American Indian, and a high degree of out migration in the 2000s.

Potential Bison Recovery Areas e romic Stress Index_
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American Indian Population
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Dats Sources: US Cansus, US Geolegical Survey,
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MapDate: 4/17/2008
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DOWNLOADING SOCIOECONOMIC PROFILES OF THE REGION:

The U.S. portion of the bison recovery area, we have produce custom 43-page socioeconomic

profiles for every county.

These can be accessed by:
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Similar profiles exist for the Canadian portion, made available by Statistics Canada via:
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Agriculture & the Rural Landscape
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Amenity Towns
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